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A Tribute to “Beetle” Bob Case – The Role Model for a Leader and a Friend;
I recently attended the memorial service to celebrate the life of a
man who will always be an inspiration to me. Bob Case, in my opinion,
was by far the BEST president that this or any club could ever have
hoped for. No one embraced a love, not only for all things Volkswagen
but moreover….for people, which I dare say is a scarce commodity these
days. No one will ever forget the ways that Bob embraced his love for
this club and the special people that touched the lives of he and his wonderful wife, Ellie.
But Bob touched MANY more lives with his openness, friendly,
outgoing, positive disposition. Under Bob’s leadership, this club flourished not only in club membership but by the intangible, enduring qualities he embraced and embodied
within the leadership woven into the DNA of the Michigan Vintage Volkswagen Club. He developed relationships that would result in record attendance and participation in our annual festivals.
Beyond all of the incredible things Bob did for our club, the most important is the numerous friendships he cherished and nurtured each and every moment of his life. I am so proud to have been among one
of his friends and grateful to have observed and learned from his leadership abilities. I do not expect to ever
fill the huge void that he left thru my tenure as president of this special club but if I can be even half the friend
and leader that he was, I will consider myself to have been successful ! There’s an old saying that people
come into our lives “for a season” and “for a reason”. I believe that Bob Case came into my life to show me
how to be the person I believe we all aspire to be---a caring, loving husband, devoted family man, a great
friend and role model to many, and a deeply passionate individual for the things that inspired him….in this
case (no pun intended), a cute, little Volkswagen Beetle was the centerpiece of one of the things he enjoyed
most in his life.
For those of you reading this who knew Bob and Ellie like me and my
family did, you know how he brought you into his family and made you feel
special . For those who never knew him, one of my goals, as your president, is to bring some of that passion for something I love and placing people first into everything I do over the
coming year.
Thank you, Bob & Ellie Case,
for showing me what a truly special
life is all about ! You will forever be in
our hearts and memories !!
Your President—Larry Kabrick

Prez Sez!
The Ramblings of Your new MVVC President-Larry Kabrick

A very Happy New Year to all the members of the best club around—the Michigan Vintage VW Club. I am
proud to welcome in this new year as president of your club. For those members who were unable to attend our
2012 holiday gathering at the Yankee Air Museum, Ypsilanti, MI, let me first and foremost take this opportunity to welcome the 2013 edition of your board, all of whom are new to the positions, with the exception of
Wayne Burling who has agreed to remain active as your Secretary and Webmaster. Couldn’t ask for a better,
more talented individual than Wayne, without who’s help not only would there be no website (ie. presence for
our club over the internet) but of equal importance is this edition of your newsletter. Wayne is indeed the cog
that keeps all of these things running smoothly. A big THANKYOU for all that he’s done! Stepping upward to
highest position in the Vintage VW world, President, is yours truly. In honesty, I was truly hoping that my
gesture of interest in stepping up to this position would not be uncontested however faced with the very real
possibility of this club coming to a close, I made the decision that I simply wasn’t going to let that happen, if
for nothing more than all the incredible memories that the MVVC and it’s most notable founders (Bob Caserecently passed—(please see article included in this edition), Al Bulgrin & Greta Van Bree, Ernie Otter, Tom
Siligato and Dave Cook just to name a few). I love this club and all that it stands for and am so looking forward to implementing some changes that will hopefully help to build a stronger VW club going forward.
More to come so please stay tuned !
Rounding out your executive board are new additions Mr. H. Neil Reichard who has accepted the position of
Vice President , Mr.Art Covert who has graciously accepted the position of treasurer and last but certainly not
least, Ms. Debra Foye whom I am very grateful has agreed to serve as our events coordinator (with assistance
from myself and our former expert, Tom Siligato, who has done a absolute stellar job). The event coordinator
is a very important role because it is this individual, with input from YOU ALL, who help to keep our club
members actively participating in events surrounding Volkswagens.
Welcome and THANKYOU to all of our new board members for stepping up to the fun of keeping our club
rolling ! I just want to state that, as your president this year, I will look forward to some positive changes, including a big one to be discussed very soon involving air cooled and water cooled vintage Volkswagens and
what that means to the future growth and prosperity of this club.
Along with that, we’re in the planning stages of another outstanding Annual Volkswagen Festival, which
Wayne and I will co-chair this year. We, of course will welcome (with open arms) ANY members who would
like to pitch in and/or offer guidance to continue this honored annual event. Although not easy to follow in the
many successful festivals and shows before this one, I fully intend to make this one as good if not better than
anything that has come before!
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW….WE HAVE SECURED THE DATE OF SUNDAY, MAY 19, Page 3
2013 FOR OUR 26TH FESTIVAL, TO REMAIN IN YPSILANTI, MICHIGAN AGAIN AT THE
PICTURESQUE AND SPACIOUS RIVERSIDE PARK ! Plan on a weekend (Saturday and Sunday)
packed full of events to make the most of your Volkswagen passion. We’re currently working on a suitable
“theme” for this year’s event. By the way, if any members have suggestions (or know if 2013 marks any type
of VW related anniversary) please let us know.
Also, look for forthcoming articles from me to include the following—1) President Kabrick’s goals for the
MVVC 2) a “tech” article based on personal experiences involving things you DON’T want to do with your
Vintage Volkswagen—mistakes made and lessons learned ! 3) Personal experiences of how Volkswagens
have touched my life in so many different ways. These are but a few of the many ideas I have for this
club…..but keep in mind…ONE individual does not make a club---it’s the variety of knowledge and experience to be “harvested” from other involved VW club members. This club can and will only be successful with
YOUR involvement. Otherwise, don’t bother complaining about the same dry articles or lack of events on
“your” side of town. I look forward to getting involved with as many of you as possible and hope you’ll do
what you can to continue the rich history of the Vintage Volkswagen Club and build sustainable future growth
for our children.
A few final words……first, THANK YOU so much to everyone that came out to the year’s first activity, the
ever popular Dakota Inn outing in Detroit. Great food, wonderful music, and a lot of comradery made for the
perfect evening. And this is ONLY the beginning of an awesome year !
And finally, my heartfelt APPRECIATION and GRATITUDE to our Former President, Rick Cramer, and first
lady, Christine Cramer, both of whom wore MANY hats (Treasurer, Festival Chair, club themed clothing &
collectible suppliers and more) in their 2-yr tenure at the helm of this club. I know I speak for the membership when I say how much we owe you both a big debt of gratitude for all that you did to continue building the
club to where it is today. How cool was it to be “rewarded” each year with club themed items (the awesome
embroidered and silkscreened jackets and goodie bags at the 2012 holiday gathering)? Know ask yourself
honestly, how many OTHER clubs have you been part of that have EVER done anything like this…returning
club profits back to it’s members? None that I’ve ever been part of ! That’s for sure ! Rick and Christine…
your leadership is greatly appreciated ! This is all part of why I felt that the MVVC is worth keeping alive !
In closing, I hope something I’ve stated above sparks a little excitement in each and every one of you that you
can see we have some exciting things in store this year. If not, by all means, TELL ME what will excite you !
Personally, this club has always been a source of fun and wonderful memories in my life and as your president,
I fully intend to treat this new responsibility as not something I do because I HAVE to but moreover because
I’m so deeply passionate about what it embodies…..ALL THINGS VOLKSWAGEN !
Here’s to an exciting new year for the Vintage VW Club !
Your President—Larry Kabrick

Just a reminder…..
Membership dues were due on 12/31/2012. If you have not renewed
your membership, you can do so by sending your dues check to MVVC
Membership, c/o Art Covert, 100 N. 28th St. , Battle Creek, MI 49015.
Or contacting Art Covert at any event.

Dakota Inn Recap
We got together at our usual spot and time for a little wine, beer, German food and a crazy
kraut named Rolf leading us all in song with Schnitzelbank. Enjoy some photos taken by Lynn
Anderson.

Page 4

Barrett-Jackson 2013 Scottsdale Automobile Auction
Vintage Volkswagens by Bill Chapple
The following Volkswagens were sold at the greatest car auction on earth. I thought the
Michigan Vintage Volkswagen Club would like to see what some people will pay for our “Small
Wonders”
1967 Bus-21 Window Sunroof

Tartan Red/White $165,000.

1967 Bus-21 Window Sunroof Custom

1965 Bus-21 Window Sunroof Custom

Blue $110,000.

Red/ White $66,000.

1965 Bus-13 Window Restored to original Red/Black
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1966 Bus-21 Window Sunroof

Blue & White $51,700.

1973 Bay Window Bus beach cruiser custom

Orange

$44,000.

1965 Bus-Sundial Camper Green $34,100.
1967 Bus-Westphalia Green $29,700.

1969 Bay Window Bus- custom
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1973 Thing restored Beige $22,000.
1957 Beetle-original Silver $17,600.

1964 Beetle-original Restored Tan $17,600.

1963 Vagabond Trailer for 1964 Tan Beetle $550.

1961 Beetle Custom Ragtop Beryl Green $15,950.

1965 Beetle Mild Custom Turquoise/White $15,950.
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(Article Continued on next page)

1971 Karmann Ghia Convertible Mild Custom Red-Tan Top $15,400.
1971 Karmann Ghia Coupe Guards Red $14,300.

1962 Beetle-original Turquoise $12,320.
1963 Beetle-original Black $12,100.

1958 Beetle Custom Sunset Pearl $11,500.

1964 Beetle-original White $9,350.00
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The trip to and from Arizona on Route 66

St Louis and the Arch welcomed us to
Missouri.

Rest Stop on Route 66
A stop to photograph an original Steak and Shake

We stopped at the Cadillac Ranch in Texas to
view the 1950-60s cars buried in the ground.
The southwest in the winter time

The reason for the annual trip
was for exhibiting and selling of
son, David Chapple’s automobile
art.

The Barrett-Jackson Automobile Auction gives one the opportunity to see and bid (if you have a
lot of cash) on some of the most beautiful cars in the world. Batman’s original 1960’s car was
sold for $4.2 million. Every year I have the pleasure of spending almost three weeks with my
son in Scottsdale, Arizona as his helper and companion as we drive across this wonderful country on and alongside the Mother Road, Route 66.
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The MVVC is a
Chapter of the
Vintage Volkswagen Club of
America
(VVWCA).
Members are encouraged to also
join and support
the VVWCA. Membership is separate from the MVVC membership.
Applications for the national club
may be found at : www.vvwca.com.

Contact Information for 2013 MVVC Board & Staff
 President—Larry Kabrick larryk@mvvc.net
 Vice President—H. Neil Reichard hneil@mvvc.net
 Treasurer—Art Covert artcovert@mvvc.net
 Secretary—Wayne Burling wayne@mvvc.net
 Club Events—Debra Foye events@mvvc.net
 Webmaster—Wayne Burling webmaster@mvvc.net
 Newsletter Editor—Wayne Burling newsletter@mvvc.net

The MVVC Newsletter Needs YOUR STORIES!
If you have an interesting, technical or simply entertaining story about
your vintage VW, PLEASE consider submitting your article to the
Newsletter! Also, if you have photos of any recent MVVC events or
members, those are appreciated as well!

Remember the Newsletter is
written FOR you and BY YOU!
Next Newsletter Deadline is April 30, 2013.

Plymouth, MI 48170
14122 Jackson Dr.
MVVC Newsletter

