3rd Quarter of 2013
2013 Annual Picnic-MVVC-Water, Sun, and Vintage Volkswagens ! Who Could
ask for anything more ! ...by Larry Kabrick
July 20, 2013…Couldn’t have asked for a more perfect summer day on this Saturday
afternoon to hop in my little convertible Volkswagen and enjoy a breathtaking drive from
my home up to Sylvan Lake, Michigan…destination for this year’s club picnic, hosted by
Terry Quick and his family. Today was one of those days that you thank your lucky stars
for. In all, the turnout of members was around (14) folks, including Tim and his family,
but everyone who decided to come out had a great time. There was enough food for the
whole club, with hot dogs, hamburgers, special Subway subs, and loads of accompanying fruits, desserts and side dishes. Of course I would be remiss if I did not mention the
one dessert that Tim’s daughter was especially proud of and saw to it that not only each
attendee enjoyed but many others who were in the park with us……….home-made snocones ! Just the thing for a warm summer
afternoon ! There was much comradery,
discussions about upcoming Volkswagenrelated activities to look forward to ! I even decided to jump into Sylvan Lake and shouldn’t have been surprised how much like bathwater it felt. Just what I needed ! The picnic
began around noon and we all parted ways around 6pm. Your club contributed $250
towards the food and drink. On behalf of the MVVC, I’d like to take this opportunity to
throw a big THANK YOU out to Terry Quick and his family for planning such a wonderful
afternoon for us to enjoy one of this area’s scenic lakes and take over the park with our
Volkswagens ! It’s folks that are willing to chip in like this in order to make our club successful. I am very grateful. I also want to thank all of our members that came out to
make the most of this splendid day with
your cars. I never get tired of watching
those outside our club at events like this
come by, admire these classics and reminisce about a time in their lives in which these
little cars provided them with some fond memories.
Enjoy the photos in the photogallery on the website and thanks, Lynn Anderson, for
taking and sharing them with us. Hope that more of you can make it to our upcoming
events. It really is a great way to enjoy your cars and get to know each other better.
My thanks again to everyone who made this a special day for everyone who attended!
By the way, after leaving Sylvan Lake later that afternoon, I just couldn’t help myself
(and neither could Lynn and Vince Anderson) as I decided to make a “detour” on the
way home, via Woodward Avenue for a little “pre-cruising”---It warms my heart to see
all the classic cars out there already with
a little less than a month away from the big annual party !
See you all out and about !

Check out our website!!
www.mvvc.net

Prez Sez!
The Ramblings of Your new MVVC President-Larry Kabrick

The MVVC Annual May Festival-2013—Afterglow Thoughts from Your President
— THE CLUB TRANSITION TO AIR AND WATER—WAS IT A SUCCESS? —
Happy summer to all of our club membership! As I sit here trying to stay cool in yet another of the 90-PLUS
degree days with no end in sight, composing my column for this edition of your newsletter, I am compelled to
reflect on life and just how quickly it can change from one moment to the next. In one weekend, mid-May, as
co-chairman of this year’s festival, I can be running around like a madman trying to do the best I can to put
out fires and ensure that all attendees, swap meet vendors, sponsors, members and volunteers have everything they need and walk away having had a very positive experience, looking forward anxiously to next
year……….then less than 2-weeks later I can be back in my home state of Connecticut on one of my many
trips back to spend some special 1-on-1 time with my dad, celebrating his 79th birthday, only to wind up being
right in the middle of what turned out to be his final day of life just a few days later. You just never know and
for that reason we all need to treat each and every day of our lives as the gift that it really is.
To that end, we must ensure that the things we do with our time are truly what make us happy and fulfilled. I
would like to offer my perspective on this year’s Vintage Festival. First and foremost, I want to recognize the
(3) most important groups of folks without whose support this event would most certainly NOT have taken
place. The first is your club leadership who served as the chairmen, and not including myself, I am eternally
grateful to the dedication, commitment and outright passion that my co-chairman, Wayne Burling put into
every stage of pre-planning for this event. Between the extraordinary things he is able to accomplish as your
club’s webmaster, newsletter editor and overall jack of ALL trades, he stands out among this club as someone who will never shy away from a little commitment for the good of the club and the little cars that have
made an impact on his life as well as each of you .THANK YOU so VERY, VERY much, Wayne ! Although
there is no doubt in my mind that Rick & Christine Cramer were more than worthy candidates for our first special Bob Case Memorial Award, I wish we could have passed out two of them. The second group of folks is
our generous and gracious SPONSORS----the awesome support and involvement by our Volkswagen dealership Ralph Thayer of Livonia,MI to our new sponsors, Munks Motors and MOFOCO, both of whom were
extremely generous and active in their support of our club and this event, to our wonderful long-time sponsors----Steve’s European, State of Mind Customs and John Jaranson for his ABOVE and BEYOND artwork
and creativity in this years logo and more importantly the AWESOME hand-made awards introduced this
year. I can tell you that there simply are NOT enough words to thank each and every one of these folks, despite ever-challenging times here in our state, for continuing to step up and show their belief in our club and
what we stand for !
Continued
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And of course, I would be remiss if I did not include the most incredible sponsor of all….The City Of Ypsilanti
and Ypsilanti Visitor & Convention Bureau who without question showed us how much they value our show
and the positive economic impact it has on their community…..very hard to want to have this event at any
other venue than Ypsilanti’s Depot Town…a HUGE thank you to you for all that you did, financially and logistically to make this such a successful event. And finally, the last (but certainly not least) of the (3) groups is
our VOLUNTEERS ! In the final analysis, without our club membership offering to donate some of their time
in either pre-planning or festival weekend events, even with the phenomenal efforts of Wayne and I, this festival would never happen.
Having stated all of the above, allow me to provide the statistics of the day --- 160+ vehicles, much less than
planned but still more than last years count of 146. We had over 50 swap meet vendors in attendance, compared to 28 from last year. Total gate attendance was an astounding 1000+ walk in visitors. New membership in your club grew by 22 members, bringing our total membership from 166 to 188.
And in the final analysis, we are extremely proud to report that donation totals included the following contributions made to these charities --- $800 to each of three charities in Memory of Bob and Ellie Case, Pulmonary
Fibrosis Foundation, Starfish Family Services, and S.O.S Community Services. All three were very pleased
to receive these donations and copies of their thank you letters are on pages 5,6,& 7.
All of that is great news and overall a very positive indication of what I believe the future holds for our club
under our new direction. My input, however, was that I was actually a little disappointed at the total involvement of “water-cooled” Volkswagens---I expected many more and in fact fully expected to FILL Riverside
Park which didn’t turn out to be the case. Could that have been because we didn’t publicize this event in
strong enough to our “new invitees” or were they simply sitting back to see if this event was “worthy”? Not
sure on that one.
More importantly was the HUGE mistake I made, specifically in our order for event t-shirts. I was SO confident in the anticipated growth resulted from this “marriage” that I alone pushed for a total t-shirt count of 300
PLUS multiple other event items such as our “Best of Show” plaques, amassing a bill to the club of well over
$3,000. I honestly felt that the “extra-special’ t-shirts with the totally cool event logo and sponsors on the
front and then the VERY special tribute to our recently deceased former president, Bob Case and his special
wife Ellie on the back would be a HUGE hit ! Well, I failed to think about the fact that MANY of our members
didn’t know who Bob was which actually detracted from t-shirt sales. It seems like even those who did know
Bob either forgot to purchase one or just didn’t have the $$ to support the club. SO, we have MOST of the
(300) shirts purchase and I’m VERY motivated to sell them by whatever means we need to ! Again, I was beyond disappointed that so many were still remaining at the end of the day. Clearly, I made a huge error in
judgment on this decision and will now need to find a way to sell all of these shirts, no matter what the cost. If
any of you have some great ideas, I’d love to hear from you. Rest assured that I will never make a “stretch”
decision like this again. I was just SO darn sure that we’d sell the majority of the shirts as I thought they were
awesome.
In your presidents FINAL analysis of the day’s events, first of all, my deep gratitude goes out to the long list of
past presidents and/or show chairmen that have endured the annual challenges faced by Wayne and I this
year. Now I can honestly say that I know EXACTLY where you’re coming from…..the frustrations caused by
not being able to get enough club participation and even having to “tempt” support by offering a free dinner at
the end of the day….nice to do if you have the funds to support it, but given our position this year and the
shortfalls experienced by lack of sales and participants, that simply would not have been a prudent decision
to make. Quite frankly, although I am SO grateful that I was able to support the club throughout this weekend,
this was the WORST year for myself in terms of actually HAVING A GREAT TIME AND ENJOYING A
HOBBY THAT I AM DEEPLY PASSIONATE ABOUT. I couldn’t even bring my own vintage Volkswagen out
because there wasn’t room to load in all the club items in the morning and then haul all the trash out at the
end of the day. That was incredibly disappointing for me. I didn’t have 10 minutes throughout the entire day to
just walk around, talk with fellow enthusiasts, look for treasures in the swap area and really have a good time
at an event I’ve relished attending for so many years!
Continued
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I thank GOD for the volunteers (an you know who you are) who year after year happily put in multiple
HOURS of their time to help our club, most importantly manning the all important gates and club booth in addition to overseeing the swap meet area and all the side entertainment we provide---such as the pass and
reviews (THANK YOU SO MUCH, ROLF !...I’m sorry I was unable to help you), the silent auctions, and the
numerous activities we plan to keep the kids entertained. Unfortunately, we were short-handed this year
which was disappointing. I honestly do not feel that Wayne and I could have done any more pre-planning
than we did. It all comes down to having an active club in which everyone is willing to chip in a little in order
for everyone to get the most out of it.
Although I believe this WAS a very successful vintage Volkswagen festival which I truly believe has set the
foundation for even more successful ones going forward as AIR MEETS WATER, from my own personal
(and somewhat selfish) position, I refuse to allow myself to not be able to have as MUCH fun as the rest of
you. After all, the pay is the same irregardless of what Wayne or I do for this event. In referring back to the
opening statements of this editorial column, ALL of our time is just too valuable to waste even ONE minute of
it doing something that doesn’t make us happy. To that end, I would like to go on record as stating that I will
not repeat the role I did as co-chairmen of this year’s festival. I would sooner cancel the whole event and
more than willing to step down as your president rather than waste time putting out fires, resolving personality
conflicts, lack of motivation, listening to complaints from folks who have never offered to lend a helping hand
to this great club, and most of all, begging for sponsorship from companies and individuals who don’t have
the courtesy to be honest and straightforward let alone support the hobby and folks who are passionate
about it. I LOVE cars and I love Volkswagens far too much to allow myself the frustrations associated with
this years planning and subsequent festival weekend. Life is just too short and too precious to not be happy
during most of it.
So please think honestly about WHAT the Michigan Vintage Volkswagen Club means to you and your family.
If you just don’t have the time to offer any input to our quarterly (and by the way, it used to be monthly !)
newsletter and/or monthly events or even a little of your day at the festival, than perhaps you’ll understand
how I feel.
I’d like to provide you with some statistics from the 22nd ANNUAL CAMARO show that took place in July at
the same venue as ours in Ypsilanti……The show attracted Camaro owners from as far away as Quebec and
Missouri, had multiple events going on Saturday and Sunday, resulted in 335 registered participants by Saturday alone, with even more expected on Sunday. And folks…..THIS IS ONLY ONE MARQUEE…….CAMARO’S---we have the ENTIRE Volkswagen FAMILY and our total registrations were far less
than this !! Do you REALLY want to be outdone by a bunch of Camaro enthusiasts? Actually, if I were in
town, I certainly would have attended this event. Hopefully, you see my points.
Here’s to a phenomenal, car enthusiast packed summer filled with memorable events to enjoy your Vintage
Volkswagen---LONG LIVE THE WOODWARD DREAM CRUISE !---I’ve been enjoying all the pre-events already ! This is what made Detroit the Motor City---take care until my next column and live your life with no
regrets !!
I’d like to leave you all with one of my favorite versus that I recently read at my dad’s memorial service---It’s
entitled “SUCCESS”
To laugh often & much
To win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children;
To earn the appreciation of honest critics & endure the betrayal of false friends;
To appreciate beauty, to find the best in others;
To leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition;
To know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived…
THIS is to have succeeded……………..author-Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

President Larry Kabrick – (email—info@mvvc.net)
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The donations from the festival
to our charities were well appreciated.
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For Sale . . .
Volkswagen Workshop Manual -passenger cars (hardcover)
Edition 52/57, printed in Germany.
I would like to sell this pristine condition book.
Measures 8-l/2 x12, x l-l/2 inches.
I could throw in a 1961 Instruction Manual, a 1962 1200 Instruction Manual, and a 1961-77
vice/repair Handbook.

Ser-

The book is in pristine condition except for some small paint splatters on the back cover.
There are NO finger prints or any marks on the pages.
I am asking $150 plus $13 postage.
My husband bought two new Beetles, in 1953 and 1955. At that time, here in Dearborn, Michigan
they were quite a novelty.
He drove the '53 out west to the Bonneville Salt Flats.
Perhaps someone of your acquaintance would be interested in my offer.
Marie Hausch
2100 N. Martha
Dearborn, MI 48128
314-278-4707

1969 Beetle - Basket Case - Have all parts stored since 1975 - Partial restoration one owner since new - 3 engines - 2 transmissions.
No accidents - No filler. Solid Pan and body. Good project car.
Call Tom (734) 751-3679 $3000 Firm takes all.

I have an old (64) 1200cc VW engine. Got it with my dune buggy, which has a 1400cc engine in it now. The 1200 was an extra, and
was relegated to my garage for the last 15 years or so. Is there a market for this engine, or do you think I should put it out for the
scrap guys to pick up?
If interested contact me. Carl Kudrna 440-263-0451 Cleveland, OH
I have a 1973 Volkswagen Kharmann Ghia for sale. It is completely original with a pristine original black convertible top. Olympic
Blue exterior, immaculate black interior; 30,000 original miles. Showroom condition inside and out. One owner, class A title. Appraised at $20,000 to $22,500. Must part with this beauty because I no longer have the income to insure it for it's value or to maintain
it. This car will require a very special owner. Pictures available. Please call with questions or interest.
Linda Mozer

616-365-1032

GARAGE SPACE FOR RENT!

Contact Patti at 734-748-5202 I am a recent owner myself. It is a very clean and safe space.

Asking $50.00 per month.
I used to be a member in the Lansing area years ago. I am selling a rare find, my 1971 Ghia convertible in near showroom condition.
1750 cc dual carb, new upholstery, luggage rack. New engine less than 1000 miles. Owned for 28 years. Rare find! No accidents. .
Really want this car to go to an enthusiast. Priced to sell at $12,000.
Thank you
Mike Joseph
williammichaeljoseph@hotmail.com

Page 8

The MVVC makes a good showing at the Annual Telegraph Cruise --July 27,2013 !
Even though mother nature decided not to fully cooperate today, bringing periods of rain throughout the day, it wasn’t enough to deter the
diehard “Motor City” car fanatics who still came out to be part of this
“mini-Woodward Dream Cruise” that I believe has taken place almost
as many years as the granddaddy of them all. And the Telegraph just
continues to grow each and every year. For those unfamiliar, this is one
of the “offshoots” from the big dream cruise, taking place all around
metro Detroit which serve as warm-ups for the main event and give us
classic car lovers ample opportunities to get our beloved time machines
out to enjoy as much as possible. The Telegraph cruise spans the
length from Redford (i.e..Plymouth Rd) all the way to Taylor (just south
of Eureka Rd), with the main “epicenter” located just a mile or so south
of I-94. This year, the MVVC was invited to congregate at a brand new
Volkswagen Dealership franchise, an addition to the LaFontaine family, which just opened a mere 6-months ago. In
these days of many businesses, let alone new car dealerships, shutting down, it certainly says a lot about the Volkswagen Brand that NEW dealerships like this one.
This particular cruise began around 9am and spanned the whole day, until approximately 6pm. I ventured out around
noon and met up with fellow club members in a perfect spot in front of the LaFontaine’s new dealership, located just
south of Michigan Ave. During the time in which I enjoyed being part of this event today, there was not one drop of
rain…….at least until I got within a block of my home later this afternoon.
It was a lot of fun, including the free lunch provided by LaFontaine. There was also discussion around having a 2 nd ,
smaller show on their grounds next year as they have offered to host and sponsor it. Never too late to start planning this
one!
Before calling it a day so to speak, I cruised down thru the heart of all the action and was quick to discover the big gathering areas as pointed out above. Just driving my beetle all around this event made me feel very special as spectators
up and down the route would point my car out and give the approving “thumbs up”….nothing makes a car guy like me
more proud !
Take a look at the photos and if you didn’t make it out this year, or planned to but thought it would be cancelled with the
rain, make sure you add this one to your calendar ! It really is well worth the cruise !

Upcoming Events for our VWs!
Check out our website events page for more information!
08/17/2013 Woodward Dream Cruise

Club Sponsored Event!

Woodward and Square Lake Road, Bloomfield Hills. All Volkswagens congregate at Kerby's on Dream Cruise Day!!
We have a section of the lot to ourselves and can come and go as we please. Join us! Kirby's is on the NW of Woodward and Square Lake Road in Bloomfield Hills.

09/08/2013 Sidekick Cafe Diner Cruise-In

Club Sponsored Event!

Sidekick Cafe Diner Cruise-In, intersection of M-34 & M-99 in Osseo, MI Details, including that for a caravan from
metro Detroit, will be posted within the next couple of weeks. Stay Tuned!

09/15/2013 Greater Toledo VW Club Bugfest 2013
09/22/2013 Barnum's Bug Barn VW & Buggy Show
09/29/2013 Michigan Buggy Builders Show
09/29/2013 Saline Oktoberfest (with German car show in the works)
10/20/2013 Annual Fall Color Tour Club Sponsored Event!
Page 9

Ralph Thayer Volkswagen is a family owned dealer
operating out of Livonia, Michigan and has been serving the public for nearly a decade. The Thayer family
took over the small-time Volkswagen dealer in 2004,
bringing three generations of experience together to
transform the small dealership into a much bigger
idea. Family values and superior service were their
vehicle to success.
This is a true underdog story. They've become a top five dealer in the state, and number one in customer service. In a game of giants, they're setting the standard sky high, providing a customer experience
that's second to none and extends far past the closing of a sale. Their utmost attention to detail and boundless dedication greatly exceeds what you'd expect from your typical dealer. You'll be treated exactly the same
each time you walk through their doors, not just the first time. Every time.
Ralph Thayer Volkswagen is breaking the mold in the new car industry. With a service department
staffed by Master Certified Technicians, and a sales floor comprised of top-notch, Volkswagen Elite Sales
Consultants committed to excellence, you can rest assured you'll receive the consideration and service you
deserve. Your idea of a stereotypical dealer will be shattered when you visit this wholesome Volkswagen
dealer. The high level of honesty and compassion—which is almost tangible—is sure to put you at ease, and
make your next car buying experience an absolute pleasure.
Whether you're looking to service your vintage Volkswagen, or are in the market for a new daily driver
for when you store your summer ride, this is the place to go. Ralph Thayer Volkswagen is more than just a car
dealership. They're a skilled and efficient team, committed to changing the way you think about buying your
next vehicle.
Come visit Ralph Thayer Volkswagen, “We make it easy.”
34501 Plymouth Road
Livonia, MI 48150
(734) 425-5400
www.thayerauto.com

The MVVC is a
Chapter of the
Vintage Volkswagen Club of
America
(VVWCA).
Members are encouraged to also
join and support
the VVWCA. Membership is separate from the MVVC membership.
Applications for the national club
may be found at : www.vvwca.com.

Contact Information for 2013 MVVC Board & Staff
 President—Larry Kabrick larryk@mvvc.net
 Vice President—H. Neil Reichard hneil@mvvc.net
 Treasurer—Position open
 Secretary—Wayne Burling wayne@mvvc.net
 Club Events—Debra Foye events@mvvc.net
 Webmaster—Wayne Burling webmaster@mvvc.net
 Newsletter Editor—Wayne Burling newsletter@mvvc.net

The MVVC Newsletter Needs YOUR STORIES!
If you have an interesting, technical or simply entertaining story about
your vintage VW, PLEASE consider submitting your article to the
Newsletter! Also, if you have photos of any recent MVVC events or
members, those are appreciated as well!

Remember the Newsletter is
written FOR you and BY YOU!
Next Newsletter Deadline is July 25, 2013.

Plymouth, MI 48170
14122 Jackson Dr.
MVVC Newsletter

