
 

Greeting to all MVVC members and welcome to the 2022 Car season! There will be lots of cool 

events this year and I recommend you follow along on https://www.mvvc.net/event-listing/ 

To see all the cool events this year. Also keep on mind that this page is fluid and so you 

should check it out every once in a while to keep up to date. 

 

Speaking of changes..... for the Friday June 10th event on Main St Frankenmuth, all cars that 

come for this get one free chicken dinner per car for Zehnders Resturant. The event starts at 

4pm and goes till 10pm which concludes with fire works. After the fireworks we will go to river 

place for an outdoor movie which untill told otherwise is Herbie the Love Bug (Riverplace is 

currently buying the rights to show it). 

Zehnders is asking for the safety of show goers that our club keep the cars there till 10pm 

(they don't want cars coming and going on a closed road with all those spectators). I do feel 

you could come and go through Zehnders parking lot but I cannot promise that at this time. 

There will be a LOT of police in attendance and your car should be very safe if you decide to 

wander or get dinner ect. 

 

Make sure you perform a really good check over before starting and driving your car. Munks 

Motors has a great checklist for this and I am sure VW Guru Chris Braden head chipmunk 

would be happy to share that list with you. 

Have a fire extinguisher in your car. If it is 5 years old or older please replace it with a new 

one. They are cheap, and could save your VW or even your friends VW. 

Ally is under the knife at this time for some oil leaks #VWLIFE but should be ready by show 

time looking fresh after an engine out maintenance/repair/cleaning. 

Hope to see you at the show. A LOT of work went into it. And frankly is still going into it. But it 

is worth it. 

As with Ally let's make our club stronger through a little hard work. 

 

https://www.mvvc.net/event-listing


Please support this year’s festival sponsors 

Munks Motors Guys ( Chris Braden ) ,    

Steve's European Auto (Steve Fowler) ,  

Barnums Buggy Barn ( Herman Barnum),    

Arbor Motion ( Sebastian Gaeta ),    VW of America  

https://www.munks.com/
https://www.steveseuropeanauto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/toystore4bugsandbuggies/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/298443553067/user/100001425242862/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXbRZhS8TbtPPGg-yUgKR5TDqqzmRIyQ36Sz7kFsnWFRe5hYsdEIgrS8HWReLW6-UVBgrnHzJiFeDoniONWv9uThXOQk0nHGiYftwkri02NUstD6pEtWmAcUGOfz36JS_HqBaniBzi-Fi5hiZkZZEO21fxrH_S54WvmormdqlAX8Jydg
https://www.arbormotion.com/


Adventures with Ally  

by Dan Pierce  

Welcome to Car season 2022! So the first thing I do is wander into 

the garage and sit in the car and feel it out. Ally feels ready. 

But I do not trust Ally. Ally is a very naughty car. So I look the 

whole car over. Fuel lines, brake lines, check all fluid levels includ-

ing the transaxle. 

Then I change the oil. Done and done. Ready for a start. Starts fine. 

Then I check for leaks again. Hmmmm found a couple. I decide 

they are at acceptable levels to test drive and reinspect. 

Ally had some new injectors I installed over the winter so I plug in 

the laptop to re'tune the car while I drive. In the olden days I'd have 

brought a screw driver and a 10 mm to adjust the carb and timing 

as I drove. Anyways car is running very strong and I am mostly happy. 

Mostly because I see 2 things that are not right. Not right issue number 1 is the return idle after blipping the throt-

tle. It makes a cough and stumbles then catches itself. Upon further investigation I did find a small fuel leak that I 

repaired easily, but it did not fix the idle. Note that all: Always look for fuel leaks. Anyways I ran the car out of 

winter gas and switched to my E85 that Ally likes. Idle issue unchanged. I will work on this and probably tune it 

out manually. Also made a note to check for vacuum leaks. 

2nd issue is more interesting and fully has my attention. I have an oil leak! I know you are not surprised and nei-

ther am I. I have been chasing oil leaks on Ally for almost 15 years and I am pretty good at usually getting it down 

from Exxon Valdez proportions to just a small sweating of power. 

I know my oil leaks like an Eskimo know snow. I know where they come from and why and how to fix them. But 

this was no ordinary oil leak. This was different, dare I say entertaining. It was leaking from the top left side of my 

motor and leaking a nice little river of expensive oil down the back of the motor housing where it attaches to the 

transaxle. Not from the middle by the way which would have been a classic rear main seal. Nope this was looking 

like oil cooler territory. Odd. 

I had just replaced the oil cooler with a new one like 2 years ago. But things happen and this needed to be sussed 

out. I had an idea. A fun Idea. And let's face it this car only exists to entertain me. Wouldn't it be fun to remove the 

fan shroud and run the engine with no shroud at all! You know, like the drag bugs do. I've never done that and it 

seemed like a dang good time and would for sure ex-

pose the leaker.  Anyways made short work out of it 

as I've done this in car before. The trick is to remove 

the front bolts on the declid hinge and spin the hinge 

to the side for extra clearance. Also I like to remove 

the fan screws and alternator stand bolts at the same 

time and yank forward. No biggie. Maybe an hours 

work. Anyways it's off, it looks very cool and I decide 

to run it .. tommorow. You will have to wait till next 

time for the outcome. Cliffhanger! You can ask me 

how it went at the show.  



Events Update, Second Quarter 2022 
By Merritt Scott Collins 

  
Is this the year things get back to normal? Please tell me it is. 

As of this writing, there are about a dozen 2022 events listed on mvvc.net, and as 
always, we’ll continue to add to the list as dates and details firm up. If you know of 
a VW or even just a fun car event, please drop me a note at events@mvvc.net, so 
we can let others know. 
 
New this August is a vintage car show in Grandville. It’s not a new event in Grand-
ville, but it is for our club. The Grandville organizer contacted our club because this 
year, they want to feature VWs. To assess the level of interest, I invited her to start 
a discussion in our club’s Facebook group. Reception has been positive, not to 
mention, plentiful – lots of people have indicated that they plan to attend. So if 

you live on the west side of the state – or don’t mind a short road trip from elsewhere – this is the kind of event you’ve been 
waiting for. Plan for it on August 13th. 
 Also, if you are on Facebook but are not yet a member of our club’s group, please join us there; it’s a fantastic place for two-way 
communication, buying/selling, advice, restoration progress, and especially sharing information about events.  

Mark your calendar for the events we know about: 

June 10-11      MVVC Festival in Frankenmuth, see the Festival page for details 

June 12           Wings & Wheels at Yankee Air Museum 

June 16-18      Cruisin’ Gratiot Eastpointe 

June 25           Fort Street Cruise 

 June 26          Cars under the Stars Fireworks at M1 Concourse 

July 9             Deutsche Marques at Gilmore 

July 17           US-131 Bug Run 

July 23–24      Vintage Races at Waterford Hills 

July 24           Telegraph Cruise 

Aug. 7            Clinton Twp. Gratiot Cruise 

Aug. 13          Grandville Vintage Show featuring VWs 

Aug. 20          Woodward Dream Cruise 

Aug. 28          Cruisin' Hines 

Aug. 31          Harper Cruise 

Sept. 3           NoWo 

Sept. 11         Frankenmuth Auto Festival 

Sept. 18         Orphan Car Show, Ypsi 

Sept. 24         North Gratiot Cruise 

Sept. 22-25    Bayfield Volksfest 

 ear in mind that some of our most popular events aren’t yet nailed down yet for this year. These include: 

• Fall color tour 

• VWs on the Hill at Waterford Hills (also usually in the fall) 

• Dakota Inn for dinner, with or without singing. 

• Several of the usual cruises 
For these, we work with venues and our volunteer event hosts to sort out schedules and details, and will keep you posted if and 
when details unfold. 
  
Until next time… 



Check out our club store  

  

 

 

Get your Hoodie with the club logo on the back. They are $30.00 for  

sizes M, L, XL  and $35.00 for 2XL, 3XL. 

 

 

These are the same hoodies 

we currently have with zipper front but with the  color 

logo on the back.   The cost will be $40.00 for M, L, XL 

and $45.00 for 2XL, 3XL 

 

 

 

You can also purchase a club t-shirt for $12.00 sizes  

S - XL $15.00 for 2XL or 3XL 

  

 

 

 

Club carry - all bag with full color club logo. $5.00 

 

 

 

These are embroidered with a version of the club logo. $25.00 

 

  

 

Follow this link to get to the Store.  

https://www.mvvc.net/store/   

https://www.mvvc.net/store/


Submitted by Patricia Pape 

 

 



Life is for Learning: Author Dick Cvitanich Gleans Lessons from the 60's  

Sandpoint, Idaho author Dominic Cvitanich's book 
about rock and roll, culture and road trips was recently 
featured in Idaho Senior Independent Magazine. Check 
out the article below and read the book for a great 
ride! The book is available on amazon.com.  

By CARRIE SCOZZARO 

In Robert Pirsig’s fictionalized autobiography, Zen and 
the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, a cross-country 
journey equates to spiritual transformation and offers a 

vehicle for exploring philosophical archetypes. While not quite as heady as Pirsig’s 1974 novel, Dominic “Dick” 
Cvitanich uses a similar premise in his first book, Stardust and the Bitter Moon (Keokee Books).  

 
When Cvitanich’s main character, Anton, learns he has months to live, he travels from western Washington to 
California in a vintage Volkswagen van, to reconcile personal matters. Although Stardust is a work of fiction, 
Cvitanich and his protagonist share key components: both are of the 60s generation with a penchant for mu-
sic and VW vans, and both were career educators.  

“I was a big believer that the world [and] nation could be changed for the better by our generation,” said 
Cvitanich, who recently turned 71. He was 18 during the so-called Summer of Love.  

 
“After all of these years, I came to the conclusion that we did change some things for the better, but we also 
charted the course for some negative in our society. Anton, the protagonist, represents that.” 

Musical Influences 

Music is integral to Stardust and Cvitanich. The book’s title, of course, references the lyrics in Joni Mitchell’s 
song, “Woodstock,” made famous by Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young. Each of the 44 chapters is a song title, and 
Anton’s/Cvitanich’s didactic musings on music interweave into the narrative.  

 
Like Anton, Cvitanich spent his life in public education. In fact, Cvitanich began writing Stardust while still su-
perintendent of Lake Pend Oreille School District in Sandpoint, Idaho, where he currently lives. He put the 
project aside, however, when he relocated to western Washington in 2012 to helm the 10,000-student Olym-
pia School District. He resumed writing a few years ago as retirement loomed, and, in 2017, Cvitanich left pub-
lic education after 42 years of service, leaving him time to finish the book, which was published in 2021. 

Before Retirement 

Cvitanich’s first teaching job was as head K-8 teacher in a one-room schoolhouse in Shaw Island District, 
WA, followed by stints in sixth grade and middle school. Although his background was in history, Cvitan-
ich also taught English and science, the latter being one of his favorite content areas.  

“The students were so excited to learn more about their natural world, and the experiments were always 
thrilling,” Cvitanich said. 

 
In 1982, Cvitanich became a principal, first for middle school, then high school in the Vashon Island School 
District, WA, prompted in part by the realization he wanted more time for himself—versus spending week-



ends grading papers. In that way, Cvitanich was an empathetic leader who knew all too well how hard teach-
ers worked.  

He became assistant superintendent at Puyallup School District, WA in 2004, a process he calls a natural pro-
gression. The role suited him, and his peers and others recognized that.  

 
He was nominated for Idaho State Superintendent of the Year and won Washington State’s public relations 
professionals’ Public School Communicator of the Year award. He also won the Washington State Governor’s 
Leadership for Youth Award.  

“My grandparents tell me I am swell,” Cvitanich quips.  

A Low Point 

A low point in his career became the catalyst for his book. Cvitanich was with the Highline School District, WA 
administration when Mary Kay Letourneau was convicted of second-degree child rape of one of her sixth 
grade male students.  

He explores elements of this narrative in Stardust, casting Anton in the role of having had a sexual relation-
ship with a student, and it’s probably the least-resolved aspect of the book.  

 
Another theme is marijuana usage, which is likely to raise eyebrows of former students and peers. Or maybe 
make them smile. 

“I wanted to point out the irony of how important weed was to those growing up at that time period, and 
now you can buy it like a loaf of bread in grocery store,” explained Cvitanich, noting there’s no connection 
between drug usage and any overarching movement, as there was in the 60s.  

 
Writing Stardust was a learning experience, said Cvitanich, de-
scribing it as “unbelievably relaxing, informative to self, and a 
grand discipline.”  

 
The biggest challenges include editing and marketing (Cvitanich 
self-published), but an unintended benefit has been hearing 
from people from his past, including from his high school years 
in Tacoma.  

Cvitanich offered some advice to others who have stories to 
tell. 

 
“Share your story with your family, children, and grandchil-
dren,” Cvitanich said. “It need not be fiction. If nothing else, tell 
your family story, so it can be shared generations from now.” ISI 
 

 

https://www.idahoseniorindependent.com/subscribe/


 

From Martin George  MVVC Secretary 

 

 Hey all! Welcome to 2022! Since my last letter in 2021 I have been prepping for 2022. Just like many of 

you the availability of parts within a reasonable time frame has grinded projects to a halt. I pledged to my 

wife, Tracy that this year we would at least take one car to every show, 

(minus the Michigan Buggy Builders Show), that we are able. I have been 

saying that for many years now, but after Covid19 and the World climate its 

time to really enjoy life. My 1969 Karmann Ghia coupe has been in pieces 

for many years as well and it is getting closer to the end goal. The boxes 

are starting to dwindle down to a fewer numbers and lesser in size. Have 

any one of you languished over a build seeing other ideas that change your 

vision? If that’s you the struggle is real. Typically, I tend to slow down in 

the winter due to the cold. However, I do chip away at smaller things. I can suggest one tip for all of you 

that have longer term projects I found it easier to prep one part each day no matter how small. I would 

clean, paint, polish, and do whatever was necessary even if it included organizing the components. Wrap 

and or bag them for the assemble process which will come later. I particularly like to wrap parts in news-

paper, plastic, or packing peanuts. Keep a running inventory of the components that you have or do not 

have. By doing this it saved a lot of time during the assembly process and it allowed me to meet small 

goals weekly. The plan is simple to keep your project moving in full swing and helps to maintain a con-

stant rhythm during the build. Nothing is worse than having to stop in the middle of a good flow to ad-

dress missing or non-prepped items. I have been fortunate to have enough space for a “parts” vehicle to 

aide in the recovery of useful parts during the build. Now to address the elephant in the room. The paint 

bodywork period for those of you who do not possess the capabilities can be a daunting task. I suggest 

that you take a lot of photos of your project to highlight the condition if you cannot physically take your 

project to a potential shop. Do your homework and ask lots of questions, check customer reviews, and 

even check other finished works for workmanship. Most shops will take a minimum of a year to complete 

all the work necessary to meet your goals. Make sure that you communicate well with the shop and that 

your personality melds with the shop owners and/or workers. Also visit the shop from time to time, but do 

not be a distraction and limit your visits. Now back to my letter for those who do not know I am the auto-

body tech and the painter for my own projects. I am struggling over the paint choices since there are so 

many. I am hopeful that the car will be ready by the middle of the summer. Having said that start marking 

your calendars for all the Volkswagen events that you can attend and go outside the normal. We need to 

grow the next generation of enthusiasts so be kind to people who ask questions that seem mundane.  

As usual, my wife and I intend on returning back to Circle Yer Wagens April 30, 2022 in Sevierville, Ten-

nessee. Its always great to mingle and see how other folks are getting things done in other locales. We 

are all so fortunate that the puzzles we love really have no right or wrong way for style. Each car fits its 

own niche and represents the owner. License of creativity lies in the hand of the owner and visual appeals 

to those who recognize it for what it is a VOLKSWAGEN! This factor pulls us closer and presses the con-

straints of simplicity to heightened new levels. Extreme clean and rusty and crusty all have their own 

place within our culture.  

We all look forward to seeing familiar and new faces in the like! Bring a smile, a new idea, and new 

hopes. Above all do not forget to share!  



  

Contact Information for 2021 MVVC Board & Staff  

Þ President — Dan Pierce                        dan@mvvc.net 

Þ Vice President —    Position Available                

Þ Treasurer — Wayne Burling                  wayne@mvvc.net 

Þ Secretary — Martin George                  martin@mvvc.net 

Þ Club Events — Merritt Scott-Collins    events@mvvc.net 

Þ Webmaster — Wayne Burling               webmaster@mvvc.net 

Þ Newsletter Editor — Wayne Burling    newsletter@mvvc.net      
   

The MVVC Newsletter Needs YOUR STORIES! 

  

If you have an interesting, technical or simply entertaining story about your 

vintage VW, PLEASE consider submitting your article to the Newsletter!   

Also, if you have photos of any recent MVVC events or members, those are 

appreciated as well!  Remember the Newsletter is  written  

FOR YOU and BY YOU! 

 

Next Newsletter Deadline is July 1, 2022.  

 

 

The MVVC is a Chapter of the Vintage Volkswagen Club of America 

(VVWCA).  Members are encouraged to also join and support the 

VVWCA.  Membership is separate from the MVVC membership.  Ap-

plications for the national club may be found at : www.vvwca.com.  

mailto:dan@mvvc.net
mailto:wayne@mvvc.net?subject=From%20Newsletter
mailto:martin@mvvc.net
mailto:events@mvvc.net
mailto:wayne@mvvc.net?subject=From%20Newsletter
mailto:newsletter@mvvc.net?subject=From%20Newsletter
http://www.vvwca.com
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